
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

June	  3,	  2015	  

1

Ella Mae Alexander  
Gerald Anama 
Brittany Baker 
Carol & Bob Barringer 
Tom Bice 
Elizabeth Black 
Martha Bolding 
Gail Brooks 
Jimmy Burkett 
Gladys Cochran 
Marlene Couch 
Timmy Demerski 
Sandra Dobson 
Jarvis Donald 
Terra Driver 
Reddit Durham 
Thelma Ellenburg 
Cecil Esuary 
Sammy Esuary  

2

Chris and Cierra Fields 
Linda Galloway 
Dawn Garrett 
Pat Garrett 
Wally Gilstrap’s Mother 
Pat Goddard 
Bennie Hanson 
Edna Hanson 
Jo Hannah 
Carol Helriegil  
Sybel Holcombe  
Emory Houchins 
Carol Johnson 
Joey Langley 
Ann Leo 
Ruth Looney   
Carolyn Leopard  
Sula Maddox  
Matt Marann 

	  

3

Audrey Martinez 
Margret McClellan 
Bonnie Moody 
Christine Esuary-Nabors 
Frances Nix 
Alton Nix 
Wendell Nix 
Randy Phillips 
Martha Pilgrim 
Pete Platt  
Reva Presnell 
Pam Rampey 
Chipper Reaves	  
Richard Reed  
Jo Ann Roper   
Roy and Carolyn Ross 
Joshua Schultz 
Glenn Sloan 
Ruth Spicer 

4

 
Jo Stephens  
Pauline Thomas 
Jim Tarrent  
Barbara Turner 
Carlos Williams 
Stacy Williams 
Kathy Wilson 
Keila Yoda 
 
Deacons  
Marc Bridges  
David Ellison  
Barry Freeman  
Jack Hanson  
Jerry Nix 
 
Bereaved    
 

5

In The Hospital 
Jo Stephens-Manna 
Emory Houchins-GM 
	  
Missionaries	  
Ruben Murillo- Mexico 
Chuck Rigby-Washington State 
Ronnie Autrey-Dominican Rep. 
Sonny Fritz- Mexico 
Scott Davis- Philippines 
Ronald Downey- Wales 
Rom Riberio- Brazil 
To Every Tribe- Unreached 
Frontline Missions-Restricted Access 
Countries 
 
Bold-Shut-Ins 
Italicized- Widows/Widowers 
	  

No Men’s Breakfast During The Summer- Will Resume in Sept! 
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Proverbs	  25:21-‐28	  



 
The world is shocked at the news of Josh Duggar molesting 
multiple girls when he was a teenager. After all, the Duggar 
parents went to great lengths to shelter their children from 
inappropriate influences in the world — from limiting their 
access to the internet to implementing a dress code of 
modesty and femininity. What’s more, they spoke publicly 
about their standards for sexual purity. They explained why 
Josh and Anna saved their first kiss for their wedding day, and 
why the couple always had chaperones. 
 
The Duggar scandal is shocking precisely because of the high 
bar they’ve set for themselves and the standards they’ve put 
on display. 
 
Now, I have no interest in debating the facts of this case. It is 
heartbreaking, disgusting, and infuriating all at once, and even 
if we can all be thankful for God’s grace poured out on even 
the worst of sinners, we cannot minimize the long-lasting 
consequences of such behavior, especially when some of the 
victims were preyed upon by their own brother. 
 
Instead, I’d like to point out a problematic, but fairly 
common assumption in many corners of evangelicalism — an 
assumption that needs to be challenged. It’s the idea that sin is 
something out there that we need to watch out for. The reality, 
however, is that sin is not primarily something we need to 
be sheltered from, but delivered from. 
 
It’s easy for a Christian family that seeks to honor the Lord 
with distinctive, holy living to adopt this mindset: 
“The world is evil, and our family is good. Therefore, we need 
to protect our family from the evil outside.” 
 
Along these lines, training up children in the way they should 
go becomes primarily about sheltering our kids. We deliver our 
kids from evil by avoiding evil influences “outside” our home. 
We forbid certain television shows, monitor their internet 
usage, and avoid neighborhood kids.  
 
The problem with this mindset is that it takes a legitimate 
aspect of wise parenting and twists it until it results in a warped 
view of children and society. 
 
It’s perfectly fine to shelter your children from certain 
influences. It would be an abdication of parental responsibility 
to set no limits or standards in your home. In our family, for 
example, there are TV shows (even cartoons) that we don’t 
allow our kids to watch. We have standards regarding modesty 
and dress, the kind of language we use, and we send our kids 
to a Christian school. 
 
There’s nothing wrong with setting limits and having standards, 
but neither is there something specifically Christian about 
these kinds of limits. Plenty of non-Christian parents wouldn’t 
let their kids watch a sexually-charged TV show, for example.  
 

 
The problem is that we begin to believe that sin and rebellion is 
a problem outside of our home, not inside. We start thinking 
our kids are basically good and in need of moral direction, 
rather than recognizing that our kids are basically bad and in 
need of heart transformation. We communicate to our kids that 
it’s ”us” (good) versus “them” (bad) rather than helping them 
see our family’s role as one of service (“us” for “them”). 
 
Then, when evil shows up on the inside of our home, we 
diminish its significance or hide it rather than bring it out in the 
open. 
 
The reason we shelter our kids shouldn’t simply be that 
there’s evil outside, but also that there’s evil inside. The line of 
good and evil runs through every human heart, as 
Solzhenitsyn once said. No one is immune to temptation. No 
child is a tabula rasa. We’re born in sin and, apart from the 
grace of Christ, we’ll die in sin. That’s why we need a Savior 
who rescues us, not a shelter that protects us. 
 
I’ve long appreciated this distinction from Eric Geiger 
regarding “defensive” and “offensive” discipleship. His words 
apply to parenting as well: 
 
Defensive discipleship plays to not lose the hearts of people to 
the world because defensive discipleship believes the hearts of 
people are pure. Consequently defensive discipleship focuses 
primarily on protecting people from influences in the world, 
from anything that could corrupt the perceived purity of the 
heart. Defensive discipleship strategy is prevalent and ranges 
from teaching people to isolate themselves from the culture to 
constantly alerting people of the influences they should avoid. 
While defensive discipleship may sound appealing to some, it 
is theologically inaccurate. Our hearts are not pure in need of 
protection; they are wicked in need of transformation. 
 
Offensive discipleship is different. It seeks primarily not to 
protect people from the world but to empower believers to 
overcome the world. Offensive discipleship understands the 
power of the gospel, trusts the regenerating power of the Holy 
Spirit, and knows that if Jesus brings His transformation, 
obedience will be the joyful result. 
 
Certainly offensive discipleship includes some protecting as 
the apostle Paul warned about wolves threatening to hurt 
sheep, but protection is not the end goal— heart change is the 
goal. 
 
God can bring good things out of horrible tragedies, and the 
Duggar scandal — as terrible as it is — is no exception.  
 
I hope that one good result will be a powerful reminder to 
good-intentioned evangelicals of the limits of “sheltering” and 
the need for the transforming grace of the gospel.   
                                                                                                           --TREVIN WAX 
 

The Duggars and the Evil Outside 
	  


