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	  For	  The	  Lazy!	  
2	  Tim

othy	  4:13-‐16	  

July	  8,	  2015	  

1

Ella Mae Alexander  
Gerald Anama 
Carol & Bob Barringer 
Frank & Birdie Bearden 
Tom Bice 
Elizabeth Black 
Martha Bolding 
Brenda Bowen 
Denise Brennon 
Gail Brooks 
Cricket Brown 
Martha Brown 
Jimmy Burkett 
Gladys Cochran 
Marlene Couch 
Timmy Demerski 
Sandra Dobson 
Jarvis Donald 
Terra Driver 

2

Reddit Durham 
Thelma Ellenburg 
Brian Ellison 
Sammy Esuary  
Chris and Cierra Fields 
Dawn Garrett-July 10 
Pat Garrett 
Shane Gentry 
Wally Gilstrap’s Mother 
Pat Goddard 
Bennie Hanson 
Edna Hanson 
Ray Hanson 
Carol Helriegel  
Sybel Holcombe  
Nancy Hutchins 
Emory Houchins 
Carol Johnson 
Joey Langley 

	  

3

Ann Leo 
Carolyn Leopard  
Sula Maddox  
Kim Masters 
Greg Modzel 
Bonnie Moody 
Christine Esuary 
Chupene Nalley 
Frances Nix 
Wendell Nix 
Patricia Owen 
Randy Phillips-July 20 
Martha Pilgrim 
Pete Platt and wife 
Connie Presnell 
Reva Presnell 
Richard Reed  
Jo Ann Roper   
Roy and Carolyn Ross 

4

Joshua Schultz 
Glenn Sloan 
Jo Stephens  
Pauline Thomas 
Gertrude Thompson 
Barbara Turner 
Laney Vinson 
Russ Warlaw 
Stacy Williams 
Kathy Wilson 
Keila Yoda 
 
Deacons  
Marc Bridges  
David Ellison  
Barry Freeman  
Jack Hanson  
Jerry Nix 
 

5

Bereaved    
 
In The Hospital 
Jo Stephens-Manna 
Christine Esuary-St. Francis 
 
Missionaries	  
Ruben Murillo- Mexico 
Ronnie Autrey-Dominican Rep. 
Sonny Fritz- Mexico 
Scott Davis- Philippines 
Ronald Downey- Wales 
Rom Riberio- Brazil 
To Every Tribe- Unreached 
Frontline Missions-Restricted Access 
Countries 
 
Bold-Shut-Ins 
Italicized- Widows/Widowers 
	  

Pre-Register for VBS Beginning Tonight! 

	  



 
You don’t really know who your friends are until 
their relationship with you becomes a liability 
instead of a benefit. Many celebrities, and even 
Christian celebrities, have learned this lesson the 
hard way. In the blink of an eye, or the release of a 
news story, they went from fêted to ignored, from 
celebrated to invisible. They learned quickly that 
many of their so-called friends had actually not 
been friends at all, but people thriving on a kind of 
symbiotic relationship where each 
benefited the other. When the 
relationship become a liability, 
their friends were suddenly 
nowhere to be found. 
 
This happened to Jesus. 
When he was performing 
miracles and laying verbal 
beatings on the Pharisees 
and healing men who had 
been born blind, his friends 
were only too happy to ally 
themselves with him. They 
were proud to know him, to 
be known in relation to him, 
and to be in his inner circle. 
But when he became a hated 
criminal, when he was dragged 
before the courts and accused of 
crimes, his friends quickly 
made themselves 
scarce.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They disappeared into 
the night, leaving him to fend for himself. 
 
For as long as you and I have lived, at least if you 
have lived in this Western, first-world culture, 
friendship with Jesus has been beneficial. At worst 
this friendship has been neutral so the benefits 
have balanced the drawbacks. And while I am no 
prognosticator of doom, it seems increasingly clear 
that a relationship with Jesus will soon be more and 
a more of a liability before this watching, judging 
world. 
 
 

 
Looking at the people around me who have 
professed faith in Christ, and looking at many of the 
Christians I know through social media, I see two 
kinds of concerning reaction. 
 
Some are denying him and rejecting him. They have 
determined that the cost of associating with Jesus is 
too high, and they have walked away from him 
altogether. Any association with Jesus typecasts 

them as bigoted, as intolerant, as 
judgmental, as trapped in an 

appallingly outmoded 
system of morality. 

They have chosen to 
leave him behind. 
 
Many more are 
redefining the terms 

of their friendship by 
redefining their friend. 

They are creating a new 
version of their friend Jesus, 

rewriting him in their own 
image, or in the image of the 

culture around them, making him into 
a figure who has been misunderstood 

and who is far more tolerant, far more 
accepting, far more palatable.  

 
 

This inoffensive Jesus loves without 
judgment, he gives 

without 
expectation, he 

proudly 
waves a  
rainbow flag. 
 
But, of 
course, Jesus 
is unchanged 

and 
unchanging. 

He will not bow to the changing culture, he will not 
cede to the rising tide. And each of us has a choice  
to make. 
 
You don’t really know who your friends are until 
their relationship with you becomes a liability 
instead of a benefit. We don’t really know who 
Jesus’ friends are until a relationship with him 
becomes a liability instead of a benefit. We know 
that Jesus is proud to be the friend of sinners, and 
in the days to come, we will discover which sinners 
are truly proud to be friends with him. 
                                                                                         TIM CHALLIES 

You Don’t Really Know Who Your Friends Are Until…	  


