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The Wisdom of Proverbs 
Proverbs 20:1-5

August 6, 2014

MAILBOX	  
Don’t	  forget	  to	  check	  the	  Lakeview	  
Mailbox,	  located	  in	  the	  foyer	  of	  the	  
church,	  for	  your	  Christmas	  cards.	  
There	  are	  also	  Christmas	  Card	  Lists	  

available!	  

Ella Mae Alexander  
Kevin Allens 
Alisha Barnes 
Carol & Bob Barringer 
Jimmy Billings  
Martha Bolding 
Richie Brazeale 
Gladys Cochran 
Marilyn Cooper 
Marlene Couch 
Elsie Davis 
Dennis Durham & Mother 
Sandra Dobson 
Randall Durham 
Emily Durham  
Kathy Eban 
Thelma Ellenberg 
Sue Ellison 
Cecil Esuary 
Sammy Esuary 
Chris and Cierra Fields 
Dawn Garrett 
Pat Garrett 
Dan Gillespie 
Mitchell Gillespie  
Cricket Gilstrap  
Pat Goddard 
Erin Gray 
Edna Hanson 
Joe Hanson 
Bea Holcombe 
Shirley Holcombe 
Sybil Holcombe 
Charlie & Patsy Hoy  
Nancy Hudgens 
Bud James 
Pete James 
Lee Kirk  
Carolyn Leopard 
Charles Lusk 
Sula Maddox  
Hunter Mauldin 
Cindy McCollum  
Gladys Martin 
Christine Esuary-Nabors 
Frances Nix 
Don Nix  
Wendell Nix  

Doris Orr 
Linda Peterman’s Mom 
Cindy Pilgrim 
Martha Pilgrim 
Jason Potter 
Perry Powell 
Connie Presnell 
Reva Presnell 
Dustin Rampy 
Pam Raspy 
Steve Rampy 
Judy Reece 
Richard Reed 
Jo Ann Roper  
Carolyn Ross 
Michael Siders 
Helen Simmons 
Tim Slattery’s Mom 
Gene Sloan 
Glenn Sloan 
Lewis Sorrells  
Pauline Thomas 
Kent Townsend 
Scott Trotter 
Barbara Turner  
Kim Vinson  
Eddie Whiten 
Frank Woodruff 
Keila Yoda !
Deacons 
Marc Bridges  
David Ellison 
Barry Freeman 
Jack Hanson 
Jerry Nix !
Bereaved    
Holcombe Family !
In The Hospital !!!
Up Coming   
Jo Stephens !
Bold-Shut-Ins 
Italicized- Widows/Widowers !

!!!
      The _______________ of Intoxicating     
                         Substances! !!!!
      The _______________ of Authoritative   
                          Leadership! !!
    !
      The ___________________ Caused By  
                    Conflict and Strife! !
   !!
       The ______________________ of a  
                    Plentiful Harvest! ! !!
           
       A _______________________Motive 
                             Exposed! 

Romans 5:8

Romans 5:8



Jesus did not die: 
 
1) For your American Dream  
 
He didn’t die to make you healthy, wealthy, secure, and 
comfortable. This may be your current state, but don’t let 
that to lead you into thinking it’s a promise. God blesses 
those that belong to him, sometimes with temporal comfort 
but spiritual chastening, and sometimes with temporal 
suffering but spiritual flourishing.  
 
However, there is a devastatingly harmful teaching present 
in churches across America, which claims that physical 
“blessings” are a sure sign of God’s favor. Not only does 
this fly in the face of the entire Bible, but it is also a 
grievous offense to those Christians going through immense 
persecution in countries all over the world, often in 
impoverished circumstances. There is only one sure sign of 
God’s favor: the death of his Son. 
 
Christian, Jesus’ death means he has taken on your sin, in 
exchange for his righteousness. God has shown us “the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7) These are the only riches you are 
promised in this life; the joy and peace that comes with 
knowing that you have a good, loving God that has saved 
you at the infinite cost of his only begotten Son.  
 
2) To be the poster boy for your cause 
 
Liberal? Conservative? Environmentalist? Homophobe?  
 
The name of Jesus has been used for all these “-isms” and 
more. It’s so easy to take our own traditions, worldviews, 
and causes, paste Jesus’ name on them and call it 
“Christian.” Jesus isn’t a conservative republican. Jesus 
isn’t a progressive liberal. Jesus is God. 
 
Jesus’ death was the glorious inauguration of his coming 
Kingdom, not an invitation to use his name to legitimize our 

own little kingdoms. Don’t get me wrong, I’m for causes, 
social and political, but we cannot forget that those things 
cannot save. They cannot change people’s sinful hearts, 
they cannot save people’s souls from eternal death, and in 
the end they cannot offer anything more than a better life in 
this world.  
 
Christians have one message: the gospel of Jesus Christ’s 
atoning death, glorious resurrection, and coming Kingdom. 
Be defined by that; preach that and let everything else come 
second.  
 
3) So you wouldn’t have to change 
 
Jesus died so we could change. Without his death, there is 
no justification before God. There is no Holy Spirit coming 
to heal our rebellious souls and make our small acts of 
worship worthy. Without Jesus we’re trapped. We are slaves 
to our own sinful desires and couldn’t obey God even if we 
wanted to. And God had every right to leave us this way, 
but he didn’t. Out of the shear force of his loving will, 
because of grace alone, he sent Jesus to take on our sin. This 
encounter with such unimaginable grace will change you.  
 
Will you still sin? Yes, until the day you die. But, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the Christian will persevere. God 
will begin to grow your love for him and his people and 
begin to kill off your love for your sin and self. Salvation is 
both a radical recalibration as well as a slow, steady march, 
which allows us to be more and more like Christ each day.  
 
Grace not only saves us, it trains us. It teaches us to take 
Jesus’ side against our sin rather than the other way around. 
It is this grace that brings you to repentance, not like a kid 
forced to eat his vegetables, but like a slave shedding his 
chains for the first time.	


4) To raise your moral standard	

Look around your church, how many people are there for 
morals rather than salvation?  

How many want law rather than grace?  
 
You know what the problem is with grace? It’s not useful. 
It’s not marketable. It’s also not too complicated, and oh 
yeah, it’s free. Can you think of anything less American?  
 
And yet, grace is all we need. Our religious, pharisaical 
hearts scream for us to add our “Do” to Jesus’ “Done.” But 
he doesn’t need it. Somehow we’ve fooled ourselves into 
believing that it is our spiritual resumé that will make us 
acceptable to God.  
 
We get comfortable with a moral standard to which we can 
attain, and then pass judgment on all those that can’t. Our 
pride and self-righteousness are just as offensive to God 
as the sins of the prostitute and the pimp. 
 
A pastor’s sins are just as offensive as the addict in the front 
row. They have one thing in common: they need redemption 
and it’s found at the foot of the Cross. It’s found in the death 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus didn’t die so we could achieve the American Dream, 
but so that we could inherit immeasurable riches in the 
presence of God for eternity.  
 
Jesus didn’t die so we could create our own little social/
political kingdoms in this age, but so that we would rejoice 
in the coming Kingdom of the next.  
 
Jesus didn’t die so that we could keep on sinning but so that 
we would have the desire to stop sinning and glorify him 
with all we do.  
 
Jesus didn’t die so we could amass a spiritual resumé of 
good works but so that we could rest in his righteousness as 
we obey out of love and humility.  
 
Jesus died for things much, much greater. 
                                                                —Caleb Flores	


What Jesus DID NOT Come To Die For!


