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Wisdom Concerning God! 
Proverbs 21:1-4

October 1, 2014

MAILBOX	  
Don’t	  forget	  to	  check	  the	  Lakeview	  
Mailbox,	  located	  in	  the	  foyer	  of	  the	  
church,	  for	  your	  Christmas	  cards.	  
There	  are	  also	  Christmas	  Card	  Lists	  

available!	  

Kevin Adams 
Ella Mae Alexander  
Sharon Augustine 
Carol & Bob Barringer 
Irene Bentley  
Martha Bolding 
Lisa Bowie 
Toby Brookshire 
Josh Brown 
Gladys Cochran 
Marilyn Cooper 
Marlene Couch 
Ben Durham 
Edna Ellenberg 
Marvin Ellenberg 
Thelma Ellenberg 
Donnie Esuary 
Cecil Esuary 
Sammy Esuary 
Chris and Cierra Fields 
Dawn Garrett 
Pat Garrett  
Ken & Cricket Gilstrap 
Pat & Roger Goddard 
David Hall 
Sandra Hanbrick 
Bennie Hanson 
Edna Hanson 
Bea Holcombe 
Sybel Holcombe 
Charlie & Patsy Hoy  
Phyllis Jewell 
Carolyn Leopard 
Sula Maddox  
Hunter Mauldin 
Cindy McCollum  
Gladys Martin 
Megen Moss 
Christine Esuary-Nabors 
Frances Nix 
Patricia Padgett 
Linda Parrone 
Linda Peterman’s Mom 
Cindy Pilgrim 
Martha Pilgrim  
Peggy Pollard 
Jason Potter 
Perry Powell 
Connie Presnell 

Reva Presnell 
Pam Rampey 
Cury Richards 
Whitney Ridge 
Richard Reed 
Jo Ann Roper  
Caroline Ross  
Gary Roth  
Marlene & Roger Sanders 
Karen Simmons 
Tim Slattery’s Mom 
Gene Sloan 
Glenn Sloan 
Mark Staton 
Jo Stephens 
Pauline Thomas 
Evelyn Townsend 
Kent Townsend 
Scott Trotter 
Barbara Turner  
Randy Wallace 
Brinley Whitmire  
Darlene Wooten !
Deacons 
Marc Bridges  
David Ellison 
Barry Freeman 
Jack Hanson 
Jerry Nix !
Bereaved    !!
In The Hospital !
Up Coming   !!
Bold-Shut-Ins 
Italicized- Widows/Widowers !
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Just believe God. That’s my old pastor’s formula for 
success in any area. You want your health to 
improve? Just believe God. You want your marriage 
to heal? Just believe God. You want to have more 
money? Just believe God. Whatever it is that you 
desire my pastor will tell you that you can have it if 
you just believe God. Have enough faith, and your 
wishes will be granted. 
 
This teaching appeals to us for two obvious reasons. 
It appeals to us because it serves our fleshly desires. 
It tells us that we can have whatever we want 
whenever we want it. It also appeals to us because it 
serves our fleshly desires while appearing to be 
spiritual. It tells us the key to getting what we want 
is our faith in God. Because this teaching is so 
appealing we want to believe it. But we shouldn’t. 
 
The Bible does not teach that faith is some sort of 
spiritual credit card we can use to get God to do 
what we want him to do. Instead, it teaches that in 
all cases and at all times God does what he wants to 
do. As he says through his prophet Isaiah, “My 
purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please” (Isaiah 46:10). The psalmists echo this 
truth, proclaiming that God does “whatever pleases 
him” (Psalm 115:3, 135:6). Even the pagan king 
Nebuchadnezzar recognized that the most powerful 
human beings have zero control over God and what 
he does, saying, “All the peoples of the earth are 
regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the 
powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No 
one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What 
have you done?’” (Daniel 4:35). 
 
While we human beings are free to have and 
express our desires, we must acknowledge, like 
Nebuchadnezzar, that our desires are subject to 
God’s will. Consider Proverbs 19:21: “Many are the 
plans in a human heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 
that prevails.” James makes a similar point when 
writing to a community of faithful Christians who 
“believe God.” He writes, “Now listen, you who say, 
‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make 

money.’ Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will,we 
will live and do this or that’” (James 4:13-15). 
 
This is not to say that God is not interested in giving 
us what we want. God is our loving Father who 
takes great pleasure in giving his children things 
that please them. Yet our faith never forces God to 
give us what he does not already will to give us. 
Whatever God gives us he gives us primarily 
because he desires to give it, not primarily because 
we desire to receive it. The Apostle John explains, 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching 
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us.And if we know that he hears us—whatever 
we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 
him” (1 John 5:14-15). The key phrase here is 
“according to his will.” God does not give us what 
we want every time that we pray. He gives us what 
we want when we pray in faith according to his will. 
 
The advice to “just believe God” is foolish because 
God always does what he wants, whether we believe 
him or not. It is also foolish because it teaches us to 
“just believe God” for things he has not promised 
us. To illustrate, a certain single man in my church 
may believe that Beyoncé will be faithful to him in 
sickness and in health, in good times and in bad, 
until death do them part. But the depth of his faith 
on this matter wouldn’t impress you, it would 
concern you. Why? Because you know it is not wise 
to trust someone to do something that they never 
said they would do. That’s not faith. That’s 
presumption.  
 
True faith is always a response to something that 
has been revealed; true faith is trusting someone to 
be who they said they would be or do what they said 
they would do. This is especially true of faith in 
God. We see this in Hebrews 11, where faith is 
discussed at great length. This chapter of the Bible 
has often been called “The Hall of Faith” because it 
includes brief profiles of those with exemplary faith. 

A review of this list reveals that these heroes of the 
faith are not being celebrated for simply “believing 
God” but for believing God would do what he 
promised. For example, Noah built the ark because 
he believed God was going to send a flood and save 
Noah, just as he said he would (Hebrews 11:7). 
Abraham left his homeland to go to a land he did 
not know because he believed God was going to give 
him the Promised Land, just as he said he would 
(Hebrews 11:8-10). Sarah gave birth to Isaac when 
she was far past childbearing age because she 
“considered him faithful who had made the 
promise” (Hebrews 11:12). As the author of 
Hebrews continues this line of thought he speaks of 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses and others, in each 
case reminding us that true faith is trusting God to 
be who he said he would be and do what he said he 
would do. This is the type of faith that we are called 
to imitate. 
 
We can follow my pastor’s advice and “believe God” 
for better health, better jobs, more money, a new 
Lexus, and the perfect spouse, but if we do so we are 
not exercising faith. We are arrogantly trying to 
manipulate God to do our bidding and foolishly 
expecting him to do things he has never promised 
to do. This will inevitably lead to frustration and 
disappointment when God does not do what we 
have presumptuously believed he will do. Christian 
faith is simply trusting God to be who he said he 
will be and do what he said he will do. We trust him 
to save us from his wrath through Jesus Christ, 
conform us into the image of his Son, work all 
things out for our ultimate good, and never leave us 
nor forsake us. These things he has done. We can 
say with the Apostle Paul, “I know whom I have 
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard 
what I have entrusted to him until that day” (1 
Timothy 1:12). This faith is a miracle, allowing us to 
be content in any and every situation knowing that 
even when our health, relationships and finances 
fail us, the God who loves us never will. 
                                                          —Cole Brown 

Faith or Presumption?


