
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you hear when your church worships God 
in song? What is the defining sound? For some, it 
will be the old, massive, beautiful organ — a full, 
enduring, and familiar tone. Others would say it’s the 
energy of an electric guitar and the deep pounding 
of a bass drum. Maybe you have one or two 
vocalists you love. They could sing the encyclopedia 
on Sunday morning and bring you to God. 
 
I enjoy and appreciate all of the above — I really do 
— but I believe the defining sound on Sunday 
morning should be the singing voices of God’s 
people. It’s been taught and lived out at our church, 
and I love it. And I don’t think that my love is a 
matter of personal preference.  
 
No, I believe there are principles for corporate 
worship that transcend cultural and personal 
preferences and fill music with unusual meaning. 
 
1. Only one instrument sings. 
By no means is God against musical instruments. 
He loves the sounds of praise that come from a 
string or horn or drum. Many of the Psalms — the 
songs of the saints — were written, after all, to be 
accompanied “with stringed instruments”. And God 
explicitly calls for praise to be played on the 
tambourine, harp, lyre, and trumpet. 
But only one instrument sings. Only the voice brings 
words of praise — explicit expressions of God’s 
power, goodness, mercy, and wonder. Only a 
human voice declares the truth. A guitar, an organ, 
and a banjo all communicate something of the glory 
of God, but even the most beautiful note can’t save 
anyone. We are desperate for a voice, a word, a 
lyric that announces good news, that reminds us of 
the truth we all need. 
 
2. Those saved by God sing to God. 
The Maker has wired music into the fabric of every 
soul, even those of us who are not especially 
musical by nature. It’s not just another way people 

artistically experience and express their gratitude 
and awe to God — like painting or journaling or 
fishing or serving. Throughout the Bible, God’s 
people — saved by his grace, because of his love 
— sing. It’s never been exclusive to the talented, or 
trained, or female. No, it’s part of being human, 
and it’s part of being Christian. When God rescued 
you, he became your Song. 
Pulling you up out of the pit, God put his name in 
your heart and on your lips forever. 
 
3. We are all commanded by God to sing. 
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them 
ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over 
them, that those who love your name may exult in 
you. (Psalm 5:11) 
We need to trust the God worthy of our worship 
with how we worship. Singing doesn’t always feel 
natural, and many of us aren’t good at it, but God 
tells us to sing. Refusing to sing to God is like 
ignoring what your mom might like for Christmas, 
and buying her whatever you really enjoy. God has 
told us one way he wants to be loved, worshiped, 
and enjoyed — through singing. 
He is worthy of more than mere declarations of his 
greatness or even prayers affirming all that he is. 
He is worthy of our singing. “I will give to the Lord 
the thanks due to his righteousness, and I will sing 
praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High” 
(Psalm 7:17). He deserves our songs. 
And he commands it over and over again in his 
word. 
 
4. Heartfelt singing to God is a spectacular 
miracle. 
Not all singing is a miracle. Most of the music we’re 
exposed to any given day is beautiful in its own 
right, but it’s not supernatural. What makes a song 
a miracle is when it is offered with a redeemed and 
genuine heart of awe and praise to God. It’s not a 
song that comes from deep within, but from far 

above. It is an act of sovereign grace. 
[God] put a new song in my mouth, a song of 
praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put 
their trust in the Lord. (Psalm 40:3) 
When God saved us, he retuned our souls to 
sing. He didn’t train us in music theory or give us 
vocal lessons, but he opened our eyes and made 
us alive. Our mouths look and sound like the 
same old instrument, but they’ve been radically 
and eternally transformed to declare the glory and 
goodness of our God. 
 
5. Worship leadership calls for 
worshipers, not spectators. 
Worship leadership is about leadership, not 
performance. Worship leaders have this difficult 
task of bringing people to God and then getting 
out of the way. They have to find a way to lead 
without taking all of the attention. Worship 
leadership that doesn’t aim for congregational 
participation in worship often becomes a 
distraction — a performance that ironically and 
tragically upstages God. 
We all need to admit that the accompaniment has 
a tendency to take over. When all you hear are 
the instruments, it can be hard to remember why 
we’re singing. The accompaniment has a real 
propensity to become the point in worship. 
Consciously or unconsciously, it can usurp the 
service and steal the hearts of listeners. It’s 
subtle, but serious. 
God wants us to enjoy music as a gift from him 
and as a means for worshiping him, but he does 
not want us to enjoy it at the expense of seeing 
him and offering him our hearts.  
 
Do you hear the people sing? If not, consider 
making some changes to encourage and highlight 
the miracles happening all over your sanctuary. 
                                                     --Marshall Segal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proverbs 21:20-24 
 

 
 
 
 
  The ______________________ of Wisdom! 
            
 
 
 
 
 
  The ______________________ of Wisdom! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The _____________________ of Wisdom! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The  ____________________ of Wisdom! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The ____________________ of Wisdom! 

Ella Mae Alexander  
Carol & Bob Barringer 
Birdie Bearden  
Martha Bolding  
Toby Brookshire 
Pat Clardy 
Gladys Cochran 
Bob Cooke  
Marilyn Cooper  
Marlene Couch 
Edna Ellenberg 
Marvin Ellenberg  
Thelma Ellenberg  
Cecil Esuary 
Sammy Esuary  
Chris and Cierra Fields 
Dawn Garrett 
Pat Garrett  
Pat & Roger Goddard  
Wayne Hamblin  
Bennie Hanson 
Edna Hanson  
Bea Holcombe  
Sybel Holcombe  
Melvin Howard 
Charlie & Patsy Hoy  
Phyllis Jewell 
Ray and Hazel Johnson  
Carolyn Leopard  
Sam Lockaby 
Ann Leo 
Sula Maddox  
Cindy McCollum  
Harmony Elaine McDonald  
Megen Moss  
Christine Esuary-Nabors 
Frances Nix 
Linda Peterman’s Mom 
Randy Phillips 
Cindy Pilgrim 
Martha Pilgrim  
Miranda & Jason Potter  
Perry Powell 
Connie Presnell 
Reva Presnell 
 
Pam Rampey 
Cury Richards 
Whitney Ridge 
Richard Reed  
 

 
Pam Rampey 
Cury Richards 
Whitney Ridge 
Richard Reed  
Jo Ann Roper   
Gary Roth  
Marlene & Roger Sanders 
Karen Simmons 
Tim Slattery’s Mom 
Gene Sloan 
Glenn Sloan 
Mark Staton 
Jo Stephens  
Pauline Thomas 
Harry Thorn 
Evelyn Townsend 
Kent Townsend  
Barbara Turner 
Jan Wilson  
Carey Winch 
 
Deacons  
Marc Bridges  
David Ellison  
Barry Freeman  
Jack Hanson  
Jerry Nix 
 
Bereaved    
 
 
In The Hospital 
Randy Phillips-Easley 
 
 
Up Coming  
   
Bold-Shut-Ins 
Italicized- Widows/Widowers 
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